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anger, revenge, from Desire and Joy ; shame, grief, indignation, from Desire and Distress; which two are also always present as partners in the exercise of the will. Malebranche, however, points out that even with the principal of these modifications, though reckoned as separate affections, the change introduced upon their original to make them specific is not properly affectional^ but intellectual; e.g. Hope and Fear qualify the Desire whence they arise, not by throwing in an additional passion^ but by contributing a judgment, viz. that the desire is likely or is unlikely to be realised. The process of judgment indeed clings closely to the affections. It precedes them; for the affection fastens on that which, on some evidence or other, be it of reason or of sense, is deemed a good. It follows them; for the affection is no sooner in operation than it enters into the estimate we make of the object pursued. In the former case there may be some suffrage of the reason, and therefore at least an admixture of truth ; but in the latter, the feeling has usurped the place of power, and we judge of the object, not as it is in itself, but as it affects us, and that perhaps .only in its immediate relation; so that what we believe under the impulse of an emotion is almost always false \
Of the sophistries thus created none are more conspicuous to others, more ensnaring to ourselves, than the excuses which every passion invents to justify itself; and whichj though obviously looked up for this purpose, it gravely puts forth as if they were the ground of its existence. The extreme case may be seen in every madhouse, where the patient who believes himself a deposed king has always a more or less coherent story of the conspiracy which has robbed him of his crown, and of the combinations by which he means to outwit the traitors and return in triumph. His assumptions, supplied by his inflated self-importance, are his fixed ideas, which you in vain assail; and if, leaving them undisturbed, you argue from them against his delusions, you may probably meet your match. So is it with all the minor 1 De Inquirenda Veritate, V. 10.